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the West, viz. the reconciliation of a feud between a Kurdish
and a Christian tribe.
Preliminaries were arranged by him between the two
chiefs ; and it was finally agreed that twenty " leading
men " from each sept should meet with Mar Shimun in a
certain valley, where the last points could be settled at a
personal interview, and peace formally made. The Patriarch
was prepared, of course, for the fact that every delegate
came fully armed; but he had not quite expected that
each one of the forty should think it needful for his dignity
to come like Vich Ian Vohr, "with his tail on,M accom-
panied that is by four or five followers, all also armed!
Further, each side (as was discovered later) had provided
an ambush in a convenient place, so as not to be taken
unawares in the event of treachery on the part of the other.
Walking with naked lights in a powder magazine was a
safe business compared to that conference; and the
Patriarch, having got his parties in two villages, divided
by a stream, spent most of the day going to and fro between
them, arranging the final details. All was settled at last;
and "Now," said the Patriarch, "leave your guns here in
the shade, and come down to the stream and shake hands/'
They came as ordered, without their guns. But it was
observed that every man of the forty came down with his
right hand on the hilt of his dagger; and when he had
to take it away in order to grasp the hand of Ms opposite
number, he put his left hand there instead ! However, all
passed off well; though the Armenian servant who handed
round the coffee that formed the ceremonial hospitality
which, all had to share, trembled so violently that he upset
the cups I For a moment it was a question whether this
would be taken as a joke or a bad omen. Then luckily
somebody laughed ; and a general guffaw saved the situa-
tion.
When all were talking in friendly wise, and chairing one
another over the episodes of the feud, it was discovered
that each party had brought down its local lunatic to
provide amusement for them during the hours of waiting,
Some one with a sporting soul suggested forming a ring,